
KS3 - CORE ART KNOWLEDGE
The Formal Elements of Art

The Formal Elements 
are the parts used to 
make a piece of 
artwork. They are 
often used together, 
and how they are 
organised in a piece of 
art determines what 
the finished piece will 
look like. You should 
consider these when 
you are analysing or 
producing a piece of 
artwork.



Year 8 Knowledge Organiser – Autumn – Portraits and Cubism

Artists in focus/Art MovementKey Knowledge

Key Skills Sketchbook Presentation

Key Words

• Always underline dates and titles at the start of each lesson. 
• Ensure that all worksheets are tied in or glued into your sketchbook neatly. 
• Don’t cross out any work or rip any work out. 
• Use up half a page for your TAKE 10 activity. 
• Use all available space in your sketchbook. 
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Portrait An artwork that depicts a figure or person.

Cubism An art movement developed by Pablo Picasso, 
concerned with depicting forms from mult iple 
viewpoints in a single image.

Colour The appearance of an object or image based on this 
specific light spectrum that i t reflects.

Movement The act of moving.

Self-portrait An artwork that depicts the artist themselves.

Proportion How big or  smal l objects or forms are related to each 
other.

Monochrome An adjective describing images or artworks that are 
made up of a single colour.

Expression The act of making feelings or  emotions known usual ly 
on the face.

Texture The way something feels for example, smooth or 
spike.

Carbon paper A material  used to transfer  or create a copy of 
another image.

Design To plan or draw what something will look like once 
it has been made.

Style The particular way in which something is done or 
the way that an artwork looks.

Refine To make something more detailed or successful.

Abstract An adjective that describes a very simple image 
made up of basic shapes or blocks of colour.

Resist To repel or go against something.

Background The furthest part of an artwork from the viewer.

Blending The action of mixing colours or tones together 
together smoothly without a line separating them

Layering The action of arranging something using different 
layers from top to bottom.

Distorted A form or image that is pulled or twisted out of 
shape.

Picasso A Spanish artist known for developing a style of art 
called Cubism.

Pablo Picasso & Cubism

Portrait Proportion Rules

Cross-hatching techniques

Facial Feature Drawing

Carbon Paper Transfer
Movement Face Drawing

Abstract Realistic

Rendering  is a shading technique 
involv ing shading the outside edges of 
the shape in the darkest tone and the 

centre of the shape in the l ightest  

tone. This should be blended 
smoothly  in a gradient.

Oil Pastel  Top Tips
• Always press hard on the pastel  to get a bright colour
• Blend the pastel  smoothly with a white pastel
• Layer  colours up to create a blend or gradient

• Add highl ights in white and shadows in black
• Use the sharp end of the pastel for fine detai l

Complementary Colours

What is 
the 

subject 
or theme 

of the 
artwork? 
What is 

pictured?

How are the 
objects 

arranged in 
the artwork? 
What is the 

composition 
like?

What is the colour palette 
like? What types of colours 
are used and how does this 

affect the mood or 
atmosphere of the work?

What media or material has 

been used to produce the 
work and how do you know? 
What process has the artist 
used to produce the work?

What is the message or 
meaning behind the work? 

Is there any symbolism?

What is the context in which the 
artwork was produced? What 
was happening in the world at 
the time it was made and how 
has this influenced the work?
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