
KS3 - CORE ART KNOWLEDGE
The Formal Elements of Art

The Formal Elements 
are the parts used to 
make a piece of 
artwork. They are 
often used together, 
and how they are 
organised in a piece of 
art determines what 
the finished piece will 
look like. You should 
consider these when 
you are analysing or 
producing a piece of 
artwork.
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Key Skills

Sketchbook Presentation

Shadow and Highlight Placement

Shading Techniques 3D Shape Shading

Colour Theory Complementary Colours
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Mixing Secondary Colours

Mixing Tertiary Colours

Purple

Mauve

• Always draw from observation (Look at the object you are drawing carefully.
• Pressing harder on the pencil creates  a darker tone. 
• Shadows are always  on the opposite side to highlights.
• Blend tones smoothly with your finger. 
• Shade and blend in a circular motion on circular or curvy objects. 
• Add fine detail and texture last. 
• Texture is how something feels to the touch. 
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• Make sure that your pencil is sharp.
• Always look repeatedly at what you are 

drawing. 
• Hold the pencil  correctly as shown. 

• Hold the pencil  to the side for smooth 
shading.

• Draw lightly in case you make a mistake.

• Jackie Morris is a British Illustrator who paints woodland 
animals. 

• She is an author who illustrates her own books too. 
• She uses watercolour to produce her paintings. 
• Her work use vibrant colours and lots of fine detail to make 

the animals look realistic. 
• She was discouraged from doing art at school but was 

resilient and never gave up on her dream.
• She is now a successful illustrator working in London. 

Artist Analysis

Jackie Morris

Key Words

• Always underline dates and titles at the start of each lesson. 
• Ensure that all worksheets are tied in or glued into your sketchbook neatly. 
• Don’t cross out any work or rip any work out. 
• Use up half a page for your TAKE 10 activity. 
• Use all available space in your sketchbook. 

Jackie Morris                            Wednesday 16th October 2024

Watercolour A water-based paint known for soft colours and it’s ability to blend 
easily.

Woodland Areas of land covered with trees.

Inspiration To be stimulated to produce something by looking at another artwork 
or artist.

Blend To smoothly mix colours or tones.

Style A specific way of doing something or a specific way and artwork looks.

Texture The way something feels for examples, smooth, smooth or spiky.

Analyse To unpick  elements within a piece to understand how it was made and what it 
means.

Reflect To look back and consider the successes and weaknesses of an artwork.

Replicate To produce a copy of something or to do something again.

Well-being The state of being comfortable, healthy and happy.
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