
Music Knowledge Organiser: Elements of Music 

Here’s a comprehensive knowledge organiser focused on the Elements of Music, which are 

fundamental concepts that help to analyse, understand, and create music. This table provides 

an overview of each element with descriptions and details on how they are applied or 

recognized in music. 

 
Element Description Details & Examples 

Melody A sequence of notes that form a 

musical phrase; the "tune" of a 

piece. 

- Contour: Shape of the melody (e.g., 

ascending, descending). 

- Range: Distance between highest and 

lowest notes. 

- Phrasing: Natural breaks in the 

melody (e.g., question and answer). 

Harmony The combination of different 

musical notes played or sung 

simultaneously. 

- Chords: Groups of notes (e.g., major, 

minor). 

- Consonance/Dissonance: Pleasant vs. 

tense sounds. 

- Progressions: Chord sequences that 

support the melody. 

Rhythm The pattern of sounds and sil 

organised in time. 

- Beat: The basic unit of time. 

- Tempo: Speed of the beat (e.g., 

allegro, andante). 

- Meter: Grouping of beats (e.g., 4/4, 

3/4 time). 

Form The structure or layout of a piece 

of music. 

- Binary (AB): Two-part form. 

- Ternary (ABA): Three-part form. 

- Rondo (ABACA): Repeated theme 

with contrasting sections. 

- Sonata, Strophic: Different classical 

forms. 

Dynamics The volume or intensity of 

music, contributing to its 

expressiveness. 

- Piano (p): Soft. 

- Forte (f): Loud. 

- Crescendo/Decrescendo: Gradual 

increase/decrease in volume. 

Texture The way different musical lines 

or voices interact within a piece. 

- Monophonic: Single melody line. 

- Homophonic: Melody with 

accompaniment. 

- Polyphonic: Multiple independent 

melodies. 

Timbre The unique "colour" or quality of 

a sound that differentiates 

instruments and voices. 

- Descriptors: Bright, dark, mellow, 

harsh. 

- Influenced by instrument type and 

playing technique (e.g., plucking vs. 

bowing). 

Tonality The key or scale that a piece of 

music is based on, giving it a 

sense of "home" pitch. 

- Major/Minor: Happy vs. sad quality. 

- Atonal: No clear key centre. 

- **Modal modes like Dorian, Phrygian. 



Articulation The way notes are played or 

sung, affecting the style and 

expression. 

- Staccato: Short and detached. 

- Legato: Smooth and connected. 

- Accent: Emphasized notes. 

- Slur: Connecting multiple notes. 

Tempo The speed of the music, which 

can set the mood and energy of a 

piece. 

- Descriptors: Largo (slow), Allegro 

(fast), Presto (very fast). 

- Changes: Ritardando (slowing down), 

Accelerando (speeding up). 

Pitch The highness or lowness of a 

sound, determined by frequency. 

- High vs. Low: Ranges from bass to 

soprano. 

- Intervals: Distance between pitches 

(e.g., octave, fifth). 

Expression Use of techniques to convey 

emotion and mood. 

- Dynamics, articulation, tempo 

changes to create expressive 

performance. 

- Techniques vary by genre and style, 

adding character. 

 

 

How to Use This Organizer 

1. Analyse Music: Break down a piece by examining each element, identifying how 

melody, rhythm, harmony, and other elements interact. 

2. Compose and Perform: Use the elements as a guide to structure original 

compositions or bring depth to performances. 

3. Compare Styles: Recognize how different genres and cultures emphasize certain 

elements (e.g., rhythm in African drumming, melody in classical music). 

 


